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SECTION - II
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Note : Do not type the ‘Speed Passage’ again.
Type the following speed passage in SEVEN MINUTES. Use DOUBLE or ONE
and HALF LINE SPACING and a Margin of FIFTEEN SPACES on the left.

[Marks : 40]
India is a poor country that is mostly

constituted of villages. The teeming millions reside in
the rural areas where some of the people live even without
good potable drinking water.

On the other hand, are the large cities that are
bursting at their seams with urban population, where the
infrastructure is unsuitable to give shelter to all its
citizens. In the capital city of Delhi, or the congested
city of Mumbai, slums keep mushrooming, for there is a
general movement of the masses from the surrounding rural
areas to these cities in search of jobs. Unable to find
jobs, and nowhere to live, they resort to begging.

There is a general belief among foreigners visiting
India that begging has been prevalent here for centuries.
Not so, it started with the decline of cottage industries
when the British ruled India. It was the time when the
general poverty in India was at its worst. The British
had the people working for them more or less as Slaves,
doing all the menial work for them. Very few Indians
were in their top hierarchy. This is when begging set
in as the destitute had to live on the charity of others,
having no income of their own.

You can still see beggars in large cities where
they live side by side with the rich. Their jhuggi-
jhompris are getting legalised as the politicians seek votes.
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